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On behalf of my fellow Wetumpka Depot Board members, it is my pleasure 

to welcome you to the 43rd season of the Wetumpka Depot Players. 43 years! 

Who could have imagined the exciting history ahead of our community 

theatre group with its humble beginnings all those years ago?  As always, 

we thank you for joining us here as a valued patron of our award winning 

theatre! The Wetumpka Depot is truly a family composed of volunteers from 

throughout the River Region and beyond who provide invaluable community 

service in innumerable ways. While you enjoy the performers on the stage, 

please know that there is an entire network of volunteers behind the scenes 

that are invaluable to the success of our eff orts. These include so many 

selfl ess individuals who provide the costumes, backstage guidance, props, 

lighting, sets, and hospitality that are so essential to the complete Depot 

experience. We are always looking for new family members at the Depot and 

hope that you will consider a volunteer role with us in the future!

Our Season 43 promises to be a year of incredible excitement and new opportunities! From gut wrenching drama 

to freewheeling hilarity to memorable musicals, you as a patron have an engaging menu of theatrical treats to 

choose from as the year unfolds. At the Depot, we are especially proud of the Penguin Project, a student showcase 

that has won the hearts of audiences and provided meaningful experiences that linger long after the curtain call. 

I would be remiss if I did not emphasize that all of these eff orts are made possible by the excellent leadership 

provided day in and day out by our extraor-

dinary Artistic Director Kristy Meanor, We are 

grateful for her spirit of excellence that defi ne 

the "Wetumpka Depot Experience"!

First and foremost, your support and 

patronage is the fuel that keeps the Wetumpka 

Depot alive and thriving as we navigate this 

momentous new season. Thank you for being 

here with us and how enjoy the show!!

Jeff  Langham

Depot Board President

Wetumpka Depot Board of Directors

�
 Jeff Langham

Andre Harrison

Scott Grier

Kristy Meanor

Jonathan Yarboro

Elizabeth Bowles

Carol Heier

Debi Perkins

Scott Rouse

Naomi Higby

Ashley Rives 

Rebecca Thornton

Steve Mitchell

Lesia Finley

Leslie Blackwell

Mariella Easterling 

Donna Grier 
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!

For 43 years, Wetumpka Depot Players have thrilled au-

diences on stage, with original, world premieres and classic 

dramas, comedies and musicals.

It all started at the historic town train depot, in the 

spring of 1980, when a group of Wetumpka residents envi-

sioned turning the deteriorating landmark into the home 

of a new community theatre. As if pulled from a Broadway 

script, the newly formed troupe debuted with Nine Girls, a 

play designed to entertain – and raise funds to renovate the 

building. 

Thus, the Wetumpka Depot Players were born. Those 

early years could be diffi  cult – especially for the cast, which 

layered costumes during winter performances to fi ght off  

the bitter cold. In summers, patrons wore shorts to combat 

the heat. Yet the Depot Players survived and thrived, and 

the community rallied around the group, thanks to tried-

and-true plays such as Count Dracula, Father of the Bride and

Smoke on the Mountain. 

Growing in popularity with each passing season, the 

Players began looking for a bigger, better space in the mid- 

‘90s. Performing as vagabonds in a variety of spaces before 

fi nding a permanent home, they turned the Elmore County 

Courthouse into the setting for Inherit the Wind and Witness 

for the Prosecution. Performances of Nunsense, Oklahoma

and  were staged at the Wetumpka Performing Arts Center.

Then the Pig came to the rescue. In December 1999, the 

Depot incorporated as a nonprofi t to purchase and renovate 

an abandoned grocery store on South Main, creating a black-

box theatre with a capacity of 160. For nearly a quarter of 

a century, the Wetumpka Depot Players have remained 

committed to providing the best performances possible – 

from cut ting-edge 

original fare to classic, 

thought-provoking 

and family productions 

– with the goal of en-

tertaining remaining 

the driving force. 

While some of our 

Depot volunteers have theatre degrees and professional 

experience, most are getting their fi rst taste of the thrill 

of trodding the boards on the stage of a converted grocery 

store. No matter their past experience they’ve all been bitten 

by the theatre bug, ensuring that the Depot’s commitment 

and professional attitude continues to transform and impact 

the community positively for generations to come.

Today, our outreach includes programs for all ages. Encore 

Players was founded in 2013 as outreach to our "young at 

heart" artists.  When school’s out, theatre is in and children 

receive training in the Depot summer programs. In 2019 we 

launched Penguin Project, our special needs theatre out-

reach. This December over 3000 area school children experi-

enced live theatre during our production of Charlotte's Web.  

And, during our 43-year history many of our Depot alums 

had gone on to receive theatre scholarships and perform at 

the university level and beyond..

Our outreach extends well past 300 South Main Street as 

our group serves as ambassadors for Wetumpka across the 

state and on regional and national stages. Past casts have 

returned from state, regional and national competition with 

numerous awards, including best performances in 2009, ’10, 

’13, ’14, ’16, ’18 and ’22 – as well as honors for technical de-

sign and direction. The casts of Second Samuel (2011) and The 

Diviners (2019) represented the Depot in national competi-

tion. This spring, the cast of A Storm Came Up will represent 

the state at Southeastern Theatre Conference in Lexington, 

Kentucky – the next step for an original piece that premiered 

on the Depot stage in February 2022. 

Yet there’s work to be done. Our beloved building needs 

maintenance and renovations for our ever-expanding pro-

grams.  We have no doubt that if we work hard to maintain 

the quality of shows our audiences have come to love and 

appreciate, our future needs will be met. Please consider a 

tax-deductible donation to support the Depot Players. We 

thank you for being a part of our history and helping to make 

us the best little community theatre around!

Here's to the fi rst 43 seasons. We can’t wait to see what 

the next 43 have in store.

Another Opening… Another Show! 
A Dynamic 43 Year History

Where the Lillies Bloom, 1983

Kristy Meanor, Depot Artistic Director
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players

PRODUCERS �
$500 or above

Edwin L. Crane

Kimberly Fondren

J. N. Hriber

Jeff and Ginny Langham

Robert and Ashley Rives

DIRECTORS �
$250 - $499

Dae Miller

Randy Foster

Sarah Housley

Tom and Kay Salter

Jimmy and Betty Wilson

ARTISTS �
$100 - $249

Sam Adams

Mary Bass Belmont

Elizabeth Bowles

Kerry Campbell

Tra and Connie Cosby

Mike DiLaura

Amy Dorminey

Janice Hancock

Sally Blake Headley

Jan and Carol Heier

Ricky and Naomi Higby

Melissa Hutton

Angie Mitchell

Leadership Montgomery 

Diane McFarland

Travis McGough

Cushing Phillips

Edwin and Cathy Sanford

Phil and Judy Savage

Julie Smith

Lisa Van Wagner

Marianne Weber

Matt Wilson

PATRONS �
Up to $100

Janie Allred

Eric and Tammy Arvidson

Michelle Ashmen

Helen Barnhill

Mark Benson

Florence Bowden

Jan Boyd

Barbara Brown

Sharon Burum

Venty Butts

Diane Castro

Martha Cherbini

Bonnie Collar

Sarah Covington 

Linda Cunningham

Clay Daniels

Stephen Tyler Davis

Sharon Demuth

Denise Donohue

Ed Drowzdowski

Tracey Edwards

Bryant Evans

Karen Funk

Marissa Futral 

Frank Gitschier

Chuck Glasscock

Melissa Grant

Andrea Holliday

Martha Honaker 

Melissa Hutton

Antallia Johnson

Laura Johstono

Greta Lambert

Michelle Landreau

Ann Lee

Elaine Lewis

Carol Majors

West Marcus

Kathy Meacham

Vanessa Nimmons

Sara Ohlandt

Wendy Osborne

Leigh Owen

Pam Owen

Scott Page

Alan Patrick

Sandra C. Perillard

Debra Perkins

Deborah Pohler

Cheryl Polak

Lisa Ponder

Bill Powell

Cindy Reynolds

Wendell and Yvonne Saxon

Mary Nell Tharp

Lenore Vickrey

Regan Wise

Phyliss Watson

Mabrey and Charlotte Whetstone

Sharon Whitt

Susan Willis

Thank you! Depot Patron Sponsors 2022
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!

What's Happening Around the Depot! 
Plug into one of our year-round outreach programs that 

keep the Depot vibrant all year long !  

Encore Players . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Join us for our "Young at Heart" 
theatre outreach ! 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
___________________________________

Penguin Project . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Our special needs program provides 
fun theatre activities during the year 
with two performances ! 
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

Summer Day Camp Program . . . . . . . .
Sign up your budding artist for a camp 
experience that is electronic and device free! 
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Waiting in the Wings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Stay connected with the Depot with our 
bi-monthly podcast found on the WDP 
Facebook fan page!
________________________________
________________________________ 
________________________________

We have Volunteer Opportunities to fi t any Schedule! 
Concessions  /  Ushers  /  Set construction   

Set Painting  /  Costumes  /  Sound and Lights  
Email kmeanor@wetumpkadepot.com to learn more!
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!

John Thornton
Probate Judge Elmore County
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!

Call one of our agents 
to help you 

 nd your next home!
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players

State Farm 
Wetumpka, AL 

Price Meadows
Store Manager

(334) 567-2255
fax (334) 567-5981

7986 U.S. Highway 231 / P.O. Box 786 / Wetumpka, AL 36092
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!

(334) 478-5005
200 E Bridge St

Wetumpka 

Featured in 

Southern Living Magazine

Hooray for the Best Hotdogs in Town!
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players

River Region Accounting LLC 
2835 Zelda Road 

Montgomery, Alabama 36106 

Lloyd Strickland, CPA, CISA 
Certifi ed Public Accountant 

Certifi ed Information Systems Auditor 

Cell 334-398-3587 
Offi ce 334-647-1676 

Fax 334-452-4191 

lstrickland@riverregionaccounting.com
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!

Thank You! 
Dennis & Lynda Fain 

Your Home Town Company 
Serving Your Needs 

For Termite & Pest Control
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!

Front Row:  Eddie Taylor, Felecia Gassett Shockley, Glenda Gassett-
Terrell, Michele Gassett Henderson, Donna Boutwell, and Mike Colquitt;  

Back Row:  Dan Shockley, Alex Shockley, and Joe Hooks
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players

Special Thanks to 
Donna Grier Photography
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!

(334) 567-8778  /  809 Company St., Wetumpka, AL 36092 
Open Tuesday–Saturday  4:30 p.m. – Until 

Please call ahead for reservations. 

08285 Depot Players 2022 Playbook.indd   13 1/28/22   1:03 PM
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players

699 Summit Parkway   Prattville, Alabama 36066

334-850-1955       
AngieCarter@REMAX.net   

www.angiecarter.remax-alabama.com

Angie Carter Realtor

Properties
Each Offi  ce Independently Owned and Operated

f f f f f f

Friends of the 
Wetumpka Library

c

Find us on Facebook and at 
wetumpkalibrary.com
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!

Serving the River Region 
Since 1982 
5268 U.S. Highway 231 

Wetumpka 

(334) 567-5136
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players

Wetumpka O   ce 
Phone: 334-567-8493 
Phone: 877-886-8493 
Fax: 334-567-1270 
234 Hill Street 
Wetumpka, Alabama 36092 
www.cousinsins.com

Here at Cousins Insurance, our mission is to provide a level of 
service that our customers need and deserve. Our experienced 
sta  , who all reside in and support our local community, is one of 
our biggest strengths. We get to know you and put your needs  rst. 
It is important to us to provide products and services that o  er 
peace of mind and put families’ lives back together after a loss.

It’s not just about your home...
It’s about protecting you and your family 
in the event of a loss.
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players

The Dansby Law Firm, 
specializing in Social Security Disability cases, 

welcomes you to the Depot. Enjoy 
the magic of live theatre. 

!

No representation is made that the quality of the legal 
services to be performed is greater than legal services 

performed by other lawyers.

John Wheat and Peyton Creel 
in the Depot’s “The Jungle Book”!
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Celebrating 43 Years … We’ve Saved You A Seat!
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2023 Playbill … Wetumpka Depot Players

Congratulations on your Depot Board Retirement!

$
Carolyn Osborn

Hazel Jones
Warren Jones

The Wetumpka Depot family thanks Carolyn, Warren and Hazel, for 
their leadership, talent, and loyalty to the Depot Players. For 42 years, 
their service went beyond attending board meetings. Each tack-
led the behind-the-scenes jobs to launch a community theatre into 
the nationally recognized theatre we are today− balancing check 
books, directing plays, running lights, popping popcorn, selling tick-
ets, changing the marquee and so much more! The Depot Players 
wouldn’t be who we are 
today without their vision-
ary spirit and dedication.  
Thank you!!
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Outstanding 2022 Moments on the Depot Stage
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Wetumpka Depot Players

Storytelling 
is in our heart

Th ank you, 
community partners!
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